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The Role of ICT in Submitting Communications to the United Nations Special Procedures of the HRC 

What are the United Nations Special Procedures? 

Special Procedures are independent United Nations experts  who monitor, report, and provide advice 

on human rights concerns. They do this by conducting studies, visiting countries, and raising 

awareness about human rights issues through reports and communications. 

What is a UN Communication and what does it achieve? 

A communication is a letter addressed to a country (for example China) highlighting a human rights 

violation and requesting more information, and an end or resolution to the violation. Most often a 

communication will highlight an individual or individuals that were treated unfairly and illegally, for 

example detained and prosecuted for peacefully expressing their opinions. A letter can also highlight 

a new government policy that violates international human rights, like China’s laws on religious 

freedom and Chinese-language schools.  

ICT is pursuing a Communication, because it is one of the few ways Tibetans can hold China to 

account, especially when they refuse to answer questions within the Chinese legal system. Often a 

communication can result in better treatment for the concerned individuals. 

Who can submit information? 

Anyone can submit information to Special Procedures.  

ICT’s role in submitting communications 

ICT regularly submits reports and communications to the UN Human Rights Council and its Special 

Procedures. These submissions highlight human rights violations, environmental degradation, and 

cultural suppression in Tibet.  

What information is needed? 

● Provide detailed and credible information, avoiding reliance solely on media sources. 

● First-hand accounts are preferred that include key information such as: 

1. What happened and what was the injustice? 

2. What are the details of the unfair treatment 

3. Who are the victim(s) and perpetrator(s). 

4. Include relevant dates, locations, and evidence, as well as background information 

about the individuals such as date of birth, hometown, occupation, background 

history, names of family members, and relevant health conditions.   

5. Consent from victims for disclosure. 



 

Consent and Data Privacy 

● Consent: ICT must ensure explicit consent is obtained from victims before sharing their 

personal information in submissions. The identity of those providing consent is never 

published. This is critical for the ethical handling of sensitive data.  

Importantly, we affirm the right of family members or relatives to decline consent. Where 

consent is not granted, a communication will not be submitted, in full respect of their wishes. 

● Data Privacy: ICT maintains confidentiality at all stages of the submission process. 

 

DISCLAIMER: The process of submitting a request for a Communication takes time and is not always 

successful. However submissions concerning urgent cases with detailed information and consent are 

more likely to be accepted.   


