
Item 3: Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on Special Rapporteur on trafficking 
in persons, especially women and children 
 
“Mr. President,  

I would like to thank the Special Rapporteur for her report A/HRC/53/28. 

In February and April this year UN experts expressed1 deep concern about the serious human 
rights violations committed against Tibetans in the Tibet Autonomous Region and other Tibetan 
populated regions, particularly allegations of labour exploitation which may amount to forced 
labour, trafficking for purposes of forced labour, marginalization of the Tibetan language, 
religion, way of life and forced political indoctrination of prisoners violating the freedoms of 
thought, conscience, opinion and expression. 

Likewise, in its Concluding Observations on China, the Committee on the Elimination of 
Discrimination against Women called for to “immediately halt non-voluntary “labour transfer” 
and “vocational training” programmes in the Tibet Autonomous Region.”2 

The Committee stated that it remains concerned, about the “absence of comprehensive anti-
trafficking legislation and the lack of clarity as to whether the legislation of the State party 
criminalizes all forms of trafficking, including trafficking for the purpose of sexual exploitation, 
forced labour, forced marriage, organ removals and illegal adoption, especially among Uyghur 
and Tibetan communities.  

We urge States to support the UN experts concerns and recommendations, and to call on the 
authorities to clarify the measures in place for Tibetans to opt out of vocational training and 
labour transfer programmes and to bring any such programs in conformity with international 
law. 

Thank you.” 

Item 3: Interactive Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on extreme poverty and human 
rights   

“Mr. President,   
 
We thank the Special Rapporteur for his report on The employment guarantee as a tool in the 
fight against Poverty.3  
 
According to Chinese State media, by the end of 2019, 628,000 people inside the Tibet 
Autonomous Region were “lifted” out of poverty.4 This included 266,000 farmers and herders 
who were expelled from their ancestral homelands and through force or coercion transferred 
into consolidated, urban dwellings.      
 
The Chinese government claims this policy is a successful example of the Party’s benevolent 
rule. This is counterfactual. Based on Chinese government media sources explicitly addressing 
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nomadic populations, at least 1.8 million nomads have been displaced.5 The uprooted families 
are then forced to accept low-paid, low-skilled work. Targeted Tibetans are rarely provided the 
ability to refuse dislocation nor do they receive proper compensation. 
 
In sum, China’s purported strategy to meet development goals in Tibet have not been designed 
in a way that is culturally adequate, inclusive, or provides Tibetans any role in the decision-
making process. 
 
We urge the Special Rapporteur and Member States to demand China include local input in 
development and poverty reduction decisions as it is essential that Tibetans have the space 
and freedom to draw on their culture, needs, and expertise to define their vision for the future.  
 
Thank you.” 
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